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 One of the best things about October is the 

beginning of the autumn season.  Even if we aren’t totally 

cooling off in South Texas, we still get excited about fall, 

pumpkins and Halloween.  Halloween kicks off my 

decorating season.  I love getting out all my witches, 

scarecrows and pumpkins.  Halloween is followed by fall 

when I turn my mantle jack-o-lantern candle holders around 

– presto, I have pumpkins (I spare no expense).  Of course 

fall ends about Thanksgiving when I get my lovely sons-in-

law to help bring in my Christmas boxes (and I do mean 

Christmas boxes - plural).  My decorating season runs from around the first of October through 

Valentine’s Day with a little Easter thrown in for good measure (summer is boring). 

 

 Hollywood also likes to decorate for the season beginning with Halloween; usually with some 

pretty scary movies.  This year “The House with a Clock in Its Walls” is out just in time to get the kids 

ready for fall.  Set in 1955, we meet young Lewis (Owen Vaccaro) who has just lost his parents in a tragic 

traffic accident.  He’s going to live with his estranged and eccentric uncle Jonathan Barnavelt (Jack 

Black) who makes quite the first impression showing up to meet him wearing a kimono.  

 

 Lewis quickly finds that an old Victorian mansion is what Uncle Jonathan calls home.  The 

perfect Halloween spook house.  Entering the house Lewis sees and hears clocks – clocks everywhere, 

very odd.  That’s not all that’s odd about Uncle Jonathan who explains that there are no rules – no 

bedtimes, no mealtimes except for one thing; the locked cabinet in the study must never be opened.  Bet 

you can’t guess where the movie goes from here since Lewis is an inquisitive 10 year old boy. 

 

 Lewis also meets Uncle Jonathan’s neighbor of many years with a penchant for purple, Florence 

Zimmerman (Cate Blanchette).  It doesn’t take long for Lewis to learn that his uncle is an amateur 

warlock and Mrs. Zimmerman a ‘good witch’ with waning skills.  The house, once owned by the 

powerful warlock Issac Izard (Kyle MacLachlan) and his wife Selena (Renee Elise Goldsberry), has a life 

of its own with a recliner that thinks it’s a dog and moving scenes in the stain glass windows.  It’s all a 

little unnerving to young Lewis; especially all the movement he hears in the halls at night. 

 

 Something went terribly wrong and Issac Izard and his wife died while creating a doomsday 

clock.  Since then Jonathan has been searching for the clock, it must be hidden somewhere in the house, 

but where? What is it designed to do?  Can it be ticking down – to what? 

 

 Director Eli Roth creates the perfect spook house for young minds full of color and oddities while 

Jack Black delivers the comic relief to make it fun and entertaining.  Although they are friends, Uncle 

Jonathan and Florence Zimmerman continually toss barbs at one another, but join forces with Lewis when 

Issac’s talents rise from the grave winding the doomsday clock setting the world into a disastrous 

backward spiral.  On a scale of one to four Hart Beats I give “The House with a Clock in Its Walls” TWO 

1/2 HARTS.  It tries hard to appeal to adults as well as children, but is mainly for the kids and I don’t 

mean little kids as it gets pretty dark and spooky at times.  We don’t want anyone scared of jack-o-

lanterns this Halloween. 


